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PLEAD THE CAUSE OF THE POOR AND NEEDY. 

















“ We are verily guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul, 
when he besought us, and we would not hear; therefore is this distress ans upon us.” 
en, xlii, 21. 


Iw the forty-fifth chapter of Isaiah, it is said of Cyrus, 
“JT have raised him up in righteousness, and I will direct 
all his ways ; he shall build my city, and he shall let go my 
captives, (mark this, ye wretched slave-holders) not for 
price, nor reward, saith the Lord of Hosts.” Cyrus, by the 
Almighty, was expressly called his ‘“ Anointed,” literally, 
his Messiah; for Cyrus, by freely restoring a great nation 
to their natural liberty, from a heavy bondage under the 
Babylonian tyrant, might justly be esteemed a type of that 
future great Restorer to universal liberty, foretold by the 
same prophet, who was afterwards to enfranchise all man. 
kind from a much worse bondage under the empire of 
Satan.“ The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; because he 
hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; 
he hath sent me to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to 
them that are bound,” &c. This prophecy of Isaiah, that 
Christ should proclaim liberty to the captives, was ac- 
knowledged and read even by Christ himself, in the syna- 
gogue of Nazareth on the Sabbath-day, and declared to be 
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then fulfilled: ‘‘ This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your 
ears.” This spiritual freedom is, indeed, clearly tendered to 
all men; but how many are they who for the sake of a 
little worldly profit, are again entangled in the snares and 


temptations of their spiritual enemy, and submit themselves’ 


to his bondage! How can we suppose, that those men are 
free from the mammon of unrighteousness, who are led by 
the temptations of private interest to infringe the natural 
rights of mankind, by uncharitably retaining their fellow 


men in an involuntary servitude! Can any injury, except 


that of taking away a man’s life, exceed that of taking 
away a man’s liberty, who has never offended us ? Can any 
robbery or injustice whatsoever be more atrocious, than that 
of wearing out our poor brethren in a hard involuntary 
service, without wages or reward? Do we not profess to 
serve the same God who so severely punished the Jews for 
this very crime? And is there any just ground to hope, 
that God who spared not his own peculiar people, will 
nevertheless, excuse the inhabitants of Great Britain and 
her Colonies, when they are wilfully guilty of the same 
offence? The whole tenor of the Scriptures teaches us, 
that slavery was ever detestable in the sight of God, inso- 
much, that it has generally been denounced, as the punish- 
ment of the most abandoned sinners. 

Let us, therefore, before it is too late, take warning by 
these tremendous examples of God’s vengeance against this 
kind of oppression. The examples of God’s vengeance de- 
nounced against the Israelites and Jews for tyranny, are not 
more striking than the examples of vengeance denounced 
against the very instruments of that vengeance (the Assy- 
rians and Babylonians) expressly on the same account; for 
though the latter were mere instruments in God’s hand, to 
punish the Jews zn kind, yet they were themselves subjected 
to the like retribution! And have not we just reason to 
dread the severe vengeance of Almighty God, when it is 
notorious, that the tyranny exercised in the British Colonies, 
is infinitely more unmerciful than that which was formerly 


exercised by the Chaldeans; insomuch that the state of the — 
Jews in their captivity might be esteemed rather as freedom — 
than bondage, when compared with the deplorable servitude — 
of the wretched Negro Slaves, in our Colonies? What 
must be the consequence of such abominable wickedness? _ 


By as much as we exceed the Assyrians and Babylonians 
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in religious knowledge; by so much more severely may we 
expect the hand of God upon us for our monstrous abuse of 
such advantages ! 

But there is still a way to escape, if my countrymen have 
but grace to take warning! Therefore, let me add, one very 
remarkable example of God’s vengeance for national op- 
pression,’ being actually averted by the seasonable inter- 
position of a few individuals, who procured the enfranchise- 
ment of a large body of poor enslaved people ! 

In the Second Book of Chronicles, an account is given 
of the abominable wickedness of Ahaz, king of Judah.— 
“Wherefore the Lord his God delivered him into the hand of 
the king of Syria; and they smote him, and carried away a 
great multitude of them captives, and brought them to Da- 
mascus. And he was also delivered into the hand of the 
king of Israel, who smote him with a great slaughter; for 
Pekah, the son of Remaliah, slew in Judah an hundred and 
twenty thousand in one day, all valiant men; because they 
had forsaken the Lord God of their fathers. And the chil- 
dren of Israel carried away captive of their brethren two 

‘hundred thousand, women, sons and daughters, and took 
also away much spoil from them, and brought the spoil to 
Samaria. But a prophet of the Lord was there, whose name 
was Oded ; and he went out before the host that came to 
Samaria, and said unto them, Behold, because the Lord 
God of your fathers was wroth with Judah, he hath delivered 
them into your hand, and ye have slain them in a rage that 
reacheth up unto heaven. And nowye purpose to keep under 
the children of Judah and Jerusalem for bondsmen and 
bondswomen unto you; but are there not with you, even 
with you, sins against the Lord your God? Now hear me, 
therefore, and deliver the captives again, which ye have taken 
captive of your brethren; for the fierce wrath of the Lord is 
upon you.” Yet in Israel there were found four chiefs, or 
noblemen, ‘“ heads of the children of Ephraim,” who were 
zealous to avert God’s wrath, and save their country by a 
speedy restoration of the Jewish captives to their natural 
freedom. ‘‘ They valiantly stood up against them that came 
from the war, and said unto them, Ye shall not bring in the 
captives hither ; for whereas we have offended against the 
Lord, ye intend to add to our sins and to our trespass : for 
our trespass is great, and there is fierce wrath against Israel. 
So the armed men left the captives and the spoil before the 
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princes and all the congregation. And the -men which were — 
expressed by name (viz. the four noblemen) rose up, and took — 
the captives, and with the spoil clothed all that were naked 
among them, and arrayed them, and shod them, and gave. 
them to eat and to drink, and anointed them, and carried — 
all the feeble of them upon asses, and brought them to Jeri-_ 
cho, the city of Palm-trees, to their brethren: then they re- 
turned to Samaria.” Thus an immediate judgment from 


God upon Israel was averted by the spirited opposition of — 


four individuals against a whole nation! May we not too ~ 
aptly compare the principal crimes of the Jews to the present 
erying sins of Great Britain and her Colonies! ‘* The 
people of the land have used oppression and exercised 
robbery, and have vexed the poor and needy.” | 

‘Stand up,” (let me intreat you) for the land; make up 
the hedge! Enter a solemn protest against those who 
“have oppressed the stranger wrongfully.” The burden, 
not only of the much-injured African strangers, but also of. 
our country’s ruin, must rest on the heads of those who 
withhold their testimony against the crying sin of tolerated 
slavery! For “I know that the Lord will maintain the 
cause of the afflicted, and the right of the poor.” | 

[ Selected from Granville Sharp’s “* Law of Retribution, or a Serious 
Warning to Great Britain and her Colonies, founded on unquestion- 
able evidence of God’s temporal vengeance against tyrants, slave- 
holders, and oppressors.” | | 

‘‘ Brethren, when mourning over the desolations of slavery, 
and fearful of that wrath which these must have provoked 
against us, it is in some measure refreshing to see what is — 
done by good men in order to mitigate the calamities which 
it is not yet 2¢ seems, thought expedient to remove. And 
surelyit becomes us to co-operate with those who are engaged 
in such a work of benevolence. Our duty in this case, as men, 
as Christians, as friends of human liberty, as patriots and 
philanthropists, our duty in this case is plain and urgent. It 
is to lift up our testimony against that which is so obvious 
in its character, and so calamitous in its results, and to lend 
our liberal, and our energetic, and our mild aid, for pulling 
down such an edifice of injustice and oppression to the very 
ground!” | ai. 


i Bd a om Tae ke ‘¢ Slavery not sanctioned, but con- 
emned by Christianity. 
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